
Sunday, February 25, 2024 

2
nd

 Sunday in Lent 

ELW Service of the Word 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

  

Holy God, fountain of living water, 

source of mercy, tender and mighty, 

you are clothed with majesty and splendor. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  

Your love flows through water, 

satisfying the thirst of all living things, 

sustaining life in this community, 

nourishing and delighting us. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  

Your love flows through water, 

a sign of your saving power: 

Noah and the animals survive the flood, 

Hagar discovers your well. 

The Israelites escape through the sea, 

and they drink from your gushing rock. 

Naaman washes his leprosy away, 

and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  

Your love flows through the water of baptism 

joined to your life-giving Word: 

your well of mercy and cleansing flood, 

your sea of deliverance from death into life, 

your healing river washing sin away, 

your living water springing up to eternal life. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
  

Shower us with your Holy Spirit. 

Fill us with your love. 

Clothe us and all your people with grace. 

Embolden us to do justice. 



Bless us to love mercy. 

Guide us to walk humbly with you, 

whom we thank and praise, through Jesus Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

GATHERING SONG Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 685) 

 

1 Take my life, that I may be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

2 Take my hands and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. 

 

3 Take my voice and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my lips and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. 

 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect and use 

ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose. 

 

5 Take my will and make it thine, 

it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is thine own, 

it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure store; 

take myself, and I will be 

ever, only, if all for thee. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



 

KYRIE Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved (ELW 602) 

 

1 Leader 

O God, Father in heaven, have mercy upon us. 

 

All 

Your heart, O God, is grieved, we know, 

by ev'ry evil, ev'ry woe; 

upon your cross-forsaken Son 

our death is laid, our peace is won. 
 

2 Leader 

O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 

All 

Your arms extend, O Christ, to save 

from sting of death and grasp of grave; 

your scars before the Father move 

his heart to mercy at such love. 
 

3 Leader 

O God, Holy Spirit, have mercy upon us. 

 

All 

O lavish Giver, come to aid 

the children that your word has made. 

Now make us grow and help us pray; 

bring joy and comfort, come to stay. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for 

us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame 

and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

A reading from Genesis. 

 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me 

and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said 

to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made 



you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 

nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and 

you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 

God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 

her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 

shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 22:23-31 

 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 

 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the 

LORD’s face hidden from them; 

  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!  
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 

 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

  who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 

A reading from Romans. 

 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are 

to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is 

no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share 

the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 

dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that 

he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall 

your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 



already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but 

he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to 

do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now 

the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It 

will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was 

handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 216) 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

return to the Lord, your God, 

who is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He 

said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 

looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want 

to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 

gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (ELW 803) 

 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 



2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the death of Christ, my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE Jesus, Remember Me (Taizé) (ELW 616) 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of 

creation, and a world in need. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE Jesus, Remember Me (Taizé) (ELW 616) 



Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

 

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit poured out 

in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and discernment to our 

bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE 

 

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution and a changing 

climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests, deserts, and wildlife, 

that generations to come may cherish your creation.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE 

 

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, especially any who 

experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, or 

religion.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE 

 

We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer because of war and 

violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope to any in despair, 

and console the bereaved (especially).  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE 

 

We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. Increase our 

trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of service will express 

Christ’s sacrificial love.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE 

 

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others (especially 

Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, whom we commemorate today). Inspire us by their example until 

you gather us into your kingdom.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE 

 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. Amen.  

FINAL INTERCESSORY PRAYER RESPONSE 

 

OFFERING Create in Me a Clean Heart (Hillert) (ELW 186) 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 

darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 

God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For 

your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 

Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 

hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

Beloved, 

we are God’s own people, 

holy, washed, renewed. 



God bless you and keep you, 

shower you with mercy, 

fill you with courage, 

and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759) 

 

1 My faith looks up to thee, 

thou Lamb of Calvary, 

Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray, 

take all my guilt away, 

oh, let me from this day 

be wholly thine! 

 

2 May thy rich grace impart 

strength to my fainting heart, 

my zeal inspire; 

as thou hast died for me, 

oh, may my love to thee 

pure, warm, and changeless be, 

a living fire! 

 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 

and griefs around me spread, 

be thou my guide; 

bid darkness turn to day, 

wipe sorrow's tears away, 

nor let me ever stray 

from thee aside. 

 

4 When ends life's transient dream, 

when death's cold, sullen stream 

shall o'er me roll; 

blest Savior, then, in love 

fear and distrust remove; 

oh, bear me safe above, 

a ransomed soul! 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share your bread. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


