
Sunday, November 8, 2020 

23
rd

 Sunday after Pentecost 

Service of the Word 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led 

your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 

new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 

grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG O God, Our Help in Ages Past (Red Hymnal # 632) 

 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 

your saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is your arm alone, 

and our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

or earth received its frame, 

from everlasting you are God, 

to endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 

are like an evening gone, 

short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 



 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 

they fly forgotten, as a dream 

dies at the op'ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles last 

and our eternal home. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you. 

 

KYRIE (Red Hymnal p. 213) 

Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 

Christe eleison: Christ, have mercy. 

Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Red Hymnal p. 213) 

Glory to God, glory to God, 

glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, 

we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Glory to God, glory to God, 

glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

 



Glory to God, glory to God, 

glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Glory to God, glory to God, 

glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, 

and peace to God’s people on earth, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your 

Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24 

A reading from Amos. 

 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM: Psalm 70 

 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 

  O LORD, make haste to help me. 

 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.  
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 

  turn back because of their shame. 

 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 

  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 

 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that 

you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and 

rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we 

declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 

the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of 

command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 

heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the 

Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Celtic Alleluia (Red Hymnal # 174) 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 

took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of 

oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But 

at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all 

those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some 

of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 

you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they 

went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 



banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 

open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for 

you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (Red Hymnal # 244) 

 

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing, 

and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising 

and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 

at midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 The watchers on the mountain 

proclaim the bridegroom near; 

go forth as he approaches 

with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; 

the gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; 

the bridegroom is at hand. 

 

3 The saints, who here in patience 

their cross and suff'rings bore, 

shall live and reign forever 

when sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory 

the Lamb they shall behold; 

in triumph cast before him 

their diadems of gold. 

 

4 Our hope and expectation, 

O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun so longed for, 

o'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, 

we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption 

that sets your people free! 



 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere 

and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and 

prayer (especially). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the 

work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with 

your creation. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every 

land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be present 

in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who live 

and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place 

in this world. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired 

military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the 

wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us 

of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your 

kingdom. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 

creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 



PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  

 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING (Red Hymnal p. 219) 

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 

 

Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe; just and true are your ways, 

O Ruler of all the nations.  Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your 

name? 

 

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, and blessed is the one whose name is the Word of God. 

All praise and thanks to you, holy God! 

  

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you 

spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 

Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For 

your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 

Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 

hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Red Hymnal p. 221) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

BLESSING 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, 

who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) (Red Hymnal # 785) 
 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

and has shed his own blood for my soul.  

It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  

It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

even so it is well with my soul.  

It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Prayers for Healing- Please remember those who are ill or otherwise in need of prayer, 

especially: FAITH: Dianne Becker, Brian Bushman, Ralph Colrud, Linda Dobbe, Clara Mae 

Knutson, Ally & Ed Kowalski, Orville Larson, the family of Scott Larson, Dawn LeNoble,         

E. Frank Mancel and Wayne Olson. 
 

NORTH NEW HOPE: Lorraine Clark, Pat Ludeman, Gage Mott, Susan Nykl, Mary Seefelt and 

Loretta Stull. 
 

Please call or email the Church Office if you would like to add someone to the prayer list. 
 
 

Prayers and condolences go out to the family of Scott Larson, Orville Larson’s son, who passed 

away on Sunday, November 1.   
 

 

Feel good about giving back: Donate blood 

The community is invited to give back and help save lives by donating blood on Wednesday, November 

18, 2020 from 12 to 5 p.m. at the Community Fitness & Aquatic Center in Iola. 

To make an appointment or to learn more, download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit 

redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

 

Daily Devotions for the week: 

Sunday, November 8- Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 

Monday, November 9- Psalm 63; Amos 8:7-14; 1 Corinthians 14:20-25 

Tuesday, November 10- Psalm 63; Joel 1:1-14; 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Wednesday, November 11- Psalm 63; Joel 3:9-21; Matthew 24:29-35 

Thursday, November 12- Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12; Ezekiel 6:1-14; Revelation 16:1-7 

Friday, November 13- Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12; Ezekiel 7:1-9; Revelation 16:8-21 

Saturday, November 14- Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12; Ezekiel 7:10-27; Matthew 12:43-45 

 
 

      Faithful Knotters donate quilts                       

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The North New Hope Sunday School is off 

to a good start making tie blankets as their 

service project this holiday season.  

 


