
WELCOME 
December 24, 2018 

Nativity of Our Lord: 
Christmas Eve 

Holy Communion  

 



ENTRANCE HYMN  
Joy to the World (Red Hymnal # 267) 

 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature 
sing. 



    

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 
plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 



   

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 



   

4 He rules the world with truth and 
grace 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Ἳ one God, who 
shines in glory, clothes us in compassion, and 
bears gifts of mercy for all.  Amen. 

[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
promise of forgiveness.  God, wonderful 
counselor, 

we confess that we have turned from your gifts 
and chosen our own way.  We have not made 
room for you in our hearts or in our world. 



   
We have lived in fear; we have not welcomed the 
stranger; we desire gifts that will not endure.  
Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, and 
open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in 
and among us.  Amen. 

  

DƻŘΩǎ loving kindness has appeared to us in 
Christ our Savior.  We are saved, not by anything 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ 
on us richly.  In the name of Ἳ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven.  Through the Spirit living in 
you, God give you faith to trust Jesus,  who is 
Love born for you, now and always.  Amen. 



HYMN Angels We Have Heard on 
High (Red Hymnal # 289) 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heav'nly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 
Many ages from the time when God 
created the heavens and the earth and 
then formed man and woman in his own 
image; long after the great flood, when 
God made the rainbow shine forth as a 
sign of the covenant; twenty-one centuries 
from the time the promise was given to 
Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries 
after Moses led the people of Israel out of 
Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom; 
eleven hundred years from the time of 
Ruth and the judges;  



   one thousand years from the anointing of 
David as king, in fulfillment of the times and 
years and months and days discerned by the 
prophets; in the one hundred and ninety-
fourth Olympiad; the seven hundred and fifty-
second year from the foundation of the city of 
Rome; the forty-second year of the reign of 
Octavian Augustus; while the whole world 
enjoyed a span of peace, Jesus Christ, eternal 
God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to 
sanctify the world by his most merciful 
coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and nine months of growth in the womb of his 
motherτnow in our own times is the nativity 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh. 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this holy 
night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿŀƪŜ 
to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 



CHILDREN'S SERMON & LIGHTING OF 
THE CHRIST CANDLE  

           



FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 9:2-7 

A reading from Isaiah.   
2 The people who walked in darkness  have 
seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness ñ  on them light has 
shined.   3You have multiplied the nation,  you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you  as with joy at the harvest,  as people 
exult when dividing plunder.  
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian .  



   5For all the boots of the tramping warriors  and 
all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire.   6For a child has 
been born for us,  a son given to us;  authority 
rests upon his shoulders;  and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace .  7His authority shall 
grow continually,  and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom.  
 He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward 
and forevermore .  The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will do this . 



HYMN:  IT CAME UPON THE 

MIDNIGHT CLEAR  (RED HYMNAL # 282 ) 

1 It came upon the midnight clear,  

that glorious song of old,  

from angels bending near the earth  

to touch their harps of gold:  

"Peace on the earth, good will to all,  

from heav'n's  all-gracious king .ò 

The world in solemn stillness lay  

to hear the angels sing . 



   
2 Still through the cloven skies they come  

with peaceful wings unfurled,  

and still their heav'nly  music floats  

o'er all the weary world.  

Above its sad and lowly plains  

they bend on hov'ring  wing,  

and ever o'er its babel sounds  

the blessed angels sing.  

 



   
3 And you, beneath life's crushing load,  

whose forms are bending low,  

who toil along the climbing way  

with painful steps and slow:  

look now, for glad and golden hours  

come swiftly on the wing;  

oh, rest beside the weary road  

and hear the angels sing!  

 
 



   
4 For lo! The days are hast'ning  on,  

by prophets seen of old,  

when with the ever -circling years  

shall come the time foretold,  

when peace shall over all the earth  

its ancient splendors fling,  

and all the world give back the song  

which now the angels sing.  

 



SECOND READING: Luke 2:1-7 
A reading from Luke.  
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their 
own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of 
David.  



   
5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6While they were there, the time came for her 
to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 



HYMN Away in a Manger (CRADLE 

SONG) (Red Hymnal # 277) 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his 
sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked 
down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the 
hay. 
 

   



   2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,     
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.       
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the 
sky  

    and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all  the dear children in your  

 tender care  
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

   



THIRD READING: Luke 2:8-14 

A reading from Luke.  

8In that region there were shepherds living 

in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do 

not be afraid; for see ð I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people:  



   11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and 

saying,  14"Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!" 

 



HYMN The First Noel (Red Hymnal # 300) 

1 The first Noel the angel did say  

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as 
they lay;  

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  

Born is the King of Israel. 
 



   2 They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!   

Born is the King of Israel. 
 
 
 



FOURTH READING: Luke 2:15-20 

A reading from Luke.  

 15When the angels had left them and gone 

into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us." 16So they 

went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  



   
17When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child;  
18and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 



HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful        
(Red Hymnal # 283) 

1 O come, all ye faithful,                        

joyful and triumphant!                                 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him,                           

born the king of angels: 
 

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 
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2 The highest, most holy,                    
light of light eternal,                                
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;    
Son of the Father                                
now in flesh appearing!  

 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
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   3 Sing, choirs of angels,                  
sing in exultation,                                 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God                                       
in the highest: 

  

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
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   4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,                
born this happy morning;                     
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!                 
Word of the Father,                         
now in flesh appearing:  

 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
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SERMON 
Pastor Michael Peuse    


